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P HILLIP DUANE HARRIS

Phillip Duane Harris, age 86, passed away in Provo, Utah on October 25, 2022.

He was born in Price, Utah, on December 6, 1935 on the kitchen table. His parents were Orville K.
Harris and Ruby Nancy Redd. He lived in Price, Utah; Grand Junction, Colorado; Salt Lake City,
Utah; Provo, Utah; and San Dimas, California before finally settling in Orem, Utah for the last 50

years.

He served a mission in the Netherlands (Holland) mission for the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints from 1956-1958, serving as a Branch and District President as well as a Language
Teacher for new missionaries. Returning home, he re-enrolled at BYU and joined the National
Guard Military Intelligence Linguistic Company. He served six months active-duty training at
Fort Ord, California in the United States Army.

He was married to G. Renee Waters on October 23, 1959, in the Salt Lake Temple by Elder Hugh
B. Brown. They celebrated their 62nd Wedding Anniversary just a few days ago. They have five
children, two girls and three boys who they raised in San Dimas, California and Orem, Utah.

He graduated with a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree from BYU in August 1961, and with a Master of
Religious Education degree in May 1965. He was hired to teach in the Church Education System
where he taught Seminary and Institute in Utah and California. He completed a Doctor of
Education degree at the University of Southern California, Los Angeles, in 1972. He was recruited
by BYU in September of 1972 to be the Chairman of the Conferences and Workshops
Department and later as the Founding Director of the BYU Conference Center. He also served as
the State Director of Elderhostel programs. For four years, he and Renee directed three weeklong
bus tours to American Heritage and Church History sites for BYU Travel Study. Following his
retirement from BYU in 1990, he started his own software company, MeetingWare, developing
and marketing software for other university Continuing Education operations.
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He was a faithful member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints throughout his life
and served as a bishop in California as well as a Branch President of a BYU Married Student ward
in Utah. He was heavily involved for many years in the Scouting program and helped his three
boys earn their Eagle Scout awards along with many others. He participated in the Wood Badge
adult program and for his numerous years of scouting service was awarded the Silver Beaver.
Between the years of 2010-2015 he and Renee were church service missionaries.

He had a ready smile, loved to laugh and make people happy and always enjoyed telling a good
joke. His warm personality drew others to him, especially children and youth. He was constantly
spreading joy as he always took an interest in the lives of those around him. His love of life never
waned even through his challenging final years.

He is predeceased by his parents and his daughter Julia Harris Haupt. Survivors include his wife,
Renee Harris, Orem, Utah; daughter Michelle (Reed) Adams, Oceanside, California; his sons:
Scott (Danette) Harris, Springville, Utah; Mark (Cori), Cedar Hills, Utah, and Dale (Linda), Grand
Junction, Colorado; 21 grandchildren and 18 great-grandchildren. Also, three siblings: Kenneth
(Carol) Harris, Lynn (Gerilyn) Harris, and Cecelia (Eric) Fielding.

Funeral services will be 10:00 am, Saturday, October 29, 2022 at the Cherry Hill 3rd ward chapel,
1650 S. 200 E., Orem, UT. A viewing will be held prior to services from 8:30-9:30 a.m. Interment

at Orem City Cemetery.

Link to services: https:/youtu.be/AEVEfD8r8IHk
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Ann Bigelow lit a candle in honor of Phillip.

I am so sad | did not know that Phil passed away! An acquaintance today mentioned

that he had passed back in October. Phil and Renee are the parents of my best

friend julie and they were always so kind and welcoming to me. Phil always had a e
joke to tell and, | can't remember ever seeing him without a smile on his face. He

was an awesome father and spouse. So glad | had the opportunity to know him! I'm sure Julie was
happy to greet him on the other side.

December 24 at 2:13 PM

Dave & Jan Peterson posted:

Such a good man with a gentle manner and willing smile. These last years haven't been easy for his
family and | am happy for Phil to be released to resume who he really is. Still it is never easy to lose a
loved one and we send our love to you Renee and family. We're sorry we are unable to be with you
today.

October 29 at 4:40 AM
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Memories only last if you share them

Join us in honoring Phillip by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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